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'The Possibility of Implementing New Policy of Language Education
to Reconcile and Unify Different Ethnic Groups in Taiwan

Yi-Ling Chen

Lecturer, Department of Foreign Language and Literature, Nan-Hua University

Abstract

It is believed that in bilingual or multilingual societies, "a ‘majority’ language-that is,
a language with greater political power, privilege and social prestige- comes to replace
the range and functions of a ‘minority’ language. This process is often accelerated and
facilitated by the education in majority language. Thus, implementing mother-tongue
education has always been a concern to researchers and governments especially in
multilingual societies. Taiwan is no exception since it is a multilingual and multicultural
society. There are more than 50 indigenous languages (or dialects) in Taiwan. In addition,
Taiwan has been colonized by several foreign regimes since the 17" century, and
according to colonial language policies, native languages were prohibited in the public
domain, and Japanese and Mandarin were adopted as the only official languages in each
colonial period. As a consequence, the native languages today in Taiwan are vanishing.
The Ministry of Education in Taiwan has recently made mother-tongue education to be
a compulsory subject in elementary school, starting from 2001. On the other hand, due
to globalization in 21% century, English education is crucial as well. This year, the KMT
party has taken back the political power from the DPP party; therefore, the new Minister
of Education is scrutinized by Taiwanese people on his language policy. This article will
start reviewing the language policy in post-1949 Taiwan and discuss whether if there
is a kind of language policy to reconcile and unify different ethnic groups in Taiwan

nowadays.

Keywords: Language Education, Language Policy, Mother-tongue Education,

English Education
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