K ik ”a, SH A BRI SR

f

SRS

MESHBEREEINE ABRBES  ELRAZREE - T
Ry A TR T A B RME RSB L HATBAS B IS B o R
WAEXESHENSEBHAB LY  HABRLEI R HEL
H o XFRHERREIBE TR AMAHNEETERE
PO AREEMMB RZBRAETEE - BRAMER R AH
ZHMEOETHRRE AR HEEARHARRAGEHEBIEA
BERABOAREFMTH - AXIEdH > BEXELEHENGEREIEAR
MR F BT R R B > TRy A= ABEEX  RELEHERY - T
fE15 8 7 e RHR A - 2 $ X TR R R - A ZRAFHR
BB RS 0 FWER R E AT R 0 ABHIRA
G BB S EHREL  EH BTN RAETHRE A
BEAEF 2 ERFAFEEOECEIT - FHE AR ET LEY
BREEBE > LRELBERIEIHHOREEEEBEAR &
FRERERZBPI T REBR TR LR LTHICRE T RE &R
HWE - MAFEME R B -

Moz $ETAEE - HBRAR - 67 Mk BEER

S F 184 & 139-179 > 2009 4+ 12 A g -
WeAs 2 2008 SF 10 A 28 B 5 #:% 12009 £ 12 A 18 B -



140 & EAL GRS+ AN

Making a Living on the Move: Transnational Lives of
Taiwanese Managers in the Shanghai Area

Jian-Bang Deng

Graduate Institute of Futures Studies, Tamkang University

Many highly skilled migrants do not begin a fixed or immobile
livelihood after migrating to a host country. Instead, the tendency is to show
a continuing and two-way movement in a transnational social space. This
paper analyzes migration experiences of transnational professionals:
Taiwanese managers in the Shanghai area. The theoretical background is
drawn from transnationalism approaches that complement the prevailing
focus on the movement of professionals, which is categorized as a "brain
drain/gain or circulation" between sending and receiving countries, and
leading to the neglect of analyzing migratory process at the micro level.
Empirical data for this study are generated from a three-stage field research,
in which narrative interviews were conducted with 52 Taiwanese managers
and 4 of their spouses.

Using typological analysis, three different migration patterns of
Taiwanese managers were distinguished: 1) long-term settled 2) for-
reasons-of-job settled, and 3) cross-border marriage. Nevertheless, these
professionals are common during the migratory process, meaning that they
continually travel back and forth between societies of origin and settlement
to use local material and social resources, establish transnational social
networks, and span pluri-local connections, which contribute to their having
stable, transnational lives. The emphasis on the transnational linkage of
social practices, as well as both symbolic and material resources in
migratory lives, could serve as indicators explaining why Taiwanese
expatriates in the Shanghai area are neither cosmopolitan elites nor
homeless diasporas, but rather, transmigrants who continually return home.

Keywords: skilled workers, migration studies, Taiwanese businessmen,

diaspora, transnationalism

Taiwanese Sociology Number 18 (December 2009): 139-179
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1994: 4 2

(Tsai and Chang forthcoming)

(social ties)

(transnationalism)?
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1998; Smith and Guarnizo 1998; Castles 2000; Kaur and Metcalfe 2006)

(transnational capitalist class) (Sklair 2001)

(privileged migrants)

(Beaverstock 2002, 2003; Gritsai 2005)
Favell et al.
2006; Fechter 2007, 2008a
Melissa Butcher (2006: 173)

(transnational professionals)
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(Fechter 2007: 1)
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Butcher (2006:
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John

Salt(1997) Robyn Iredale (2001)

4 Butcher (2006)#7F 5% 4 & 4 M AT FE H dw i e £ E TAERH - PIAN P 9 R AB R
A e



REBeHREENBELEE 145

(cosmopolitanism) Ulf Hannerz (1990, 1996)
(cosmopolitans)
Hannerz
(1996: 108)
(globalization of consciousness)
(Hannerz
2004)
Adrian Favell (2006) Anja Weiss (2006)
(2006)
(borderless
lives) (Fechter 2007: 23)
(diaspora)
(Ang 2004)
(Gomez 2007)
2001 2006
2005

Floya Anthias (1998: 557)

(non-nation based solidarities) Anthias



146 & BAL GG AN

(to sow or scatter

seeds) (Braziel and Mannur
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(N=52)

i 11 21.2
il 37 71.2
iii 4 7.7
27 51.9

18 34.6

3 5.8

7.7

40 76.9

12 23.1

20-29 4 7.7
30-39 20 38.5
40-49 22 423
50-59 6 11.5
12 23.1

39 75.0

1 1.9

(migration biography)
Ursula Apitzsch (2003: 65)
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