Hua-Shin Street Community: An Urban Enclave in Taiwan
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the development of the Burmese-Chinese
community on Hua-shin street, Chung-he City through the perspective of ethnic
economy. Since 1960, a lot of Burmese-Chinese immigrants to Taiwan lived in a
compact community on this place. In Taiwan, they constructed the unique Chinese
community with rich Burmese culture. After Burmese Chinese settled down on
Hua-shin Street, specific ethnic captal and ethnic labor market construct
Burmese-Chinese economic community which they live on. Five chapters are
arranged in this thesis including Chinese made livings in Burma before, residence in
Myanmar, the immigration of anti-Chinese movement, Ethnic economic community
constructed by Burmese-Chinese in Taiwan, recurrence of culture on Hua-shin Street,
the construction of Burmese-Chinese clubs, building of Burmese temples, and the
network and floating of immigrants on Hua-shin Street. Through arranging the system
of the chapters, the author analyzed the deep field observation of cross-boundary
phenomena. In Burmese society, Burmese-Chinese are shown as Chinese in Myanmatr;
however, arriving at Taiwan, they show the characteristics of “Burmese culture”. This
research discusses the construction backgrounds and reasons of this special
phenomenon of people. In 1996, Myanmar government gave up the policy of closing
the country to international intercourse and opened herself toward international
societies, Burmese-Chinese in Taiwan and the Chinese in Myanmar started the
interaction across the boundary. The Burmese-Chinese ethnic economic community in
Chung-ho city emphasized the specific culture surface of ethnic community on
Hua-shin Street, Chung-ho city because of the international interaction.

Keywords: ecomomic community, network of immigrants, Burmese-Chinese
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